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The University of Dayton

News Release
Feb. 17, 1994·
Contact: Mary Harvan or Pam Huber

LEAVE RELIGION OUT OF VALUES DEBATE,
SAYS MICHIGAN'S HOMELESS BISHOP
DAYTON, Ohio-- Bishop Kenneth Untener of Saginaw, _Mich., who sold the
$200,000 bishop's residence more than 10 years ago as a gesture of solidarity with homeless
people, will speak on "The Need for Common Values in Our Society" at 8 p.m. Tuesday,
March 8, in the Kennedy Union Ballroom at the University of Dayton.
The talk, part of the University's 1993-94 Distinguished Speakers Series, is free and
open to the public.
Untener, who travels the diocese and stays in rectories for six to 12 weeks at a time,
says that current social problems such as drug abuse, crime, poverty and the breakdown in
family life are symptoms of a deeper problem: a lack of agreed-upon human values.
"You have to ... ask what essential human values are necessary for a free society to
work," he says. "One would think that among the values would be the value of contributing
to the common good, which is a little different from saying that the narrow pursuit of my
own rights is all I have to-do as long as I don't step on the rights of somebody else."
Untener says that those common values should not be labeled "religious."
"It seems to me that when we make basic values such as honesty and regard for
huma~Hfe

religious values, in our pluralistic society, that immediately puts them in a

category that you are free to admire and free to ignore."
In his own diocese, Untener has advocated an "option for the poor," even issuing a
challenge in 1991 that "every meeting--no matter what its purpose--have as its first agenda
item this question: 'How shall what we are doing here affect or involve the poor?'"
Parishioners throughout the diocese responded actively, setting up programs in collaboration
with social services to stock local food pantries, to raise money for people's utility bills and
to shelter the homeless at local churches.
-overOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 (513) 229-3241 FAX: (513) 229-3063

Featured in a St. Anthony Messenger article last March, Untener has also captured
media attention for speaking out against exclud!ng women from ordination, for requesting
discussions on the issue of abortion and for supporting the use of inclusive language.
Untener, a Detroit native, was ordained to the priesthood in 1963. He served in the
clergy office in Detroit and as rector of St. John Seminary in Plymouth, Mich., before he was
appointed bishop in 1980. He has published several articles and a booklet, "Sunday Liturgy
Can Be Better." He gives retreats for priests and talks on theological and pastoral topics
around the country.
-30EDITOR'S NOTE: To arrange an interview with Bishop Untener, call Leona Jones , his
secretary, at (517) 799-6101. For help in arranging interviews, call Mary Harvan or Pam
Huber at (513) 229-3241.

